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“ President. . Reavan ""}wterda»
sxgned a new executive order govern-
"ing 'classified ‘information . that “re-
-verses a steady trend of the last 30
years and prescribes more govern-
“ment.secrecy. In a statement accom- 4
‘panying the edict, Reagan said’the
order would enhance “protection for §
‘national -security information -with- |
out - permitting excessiv: 'classxf' ca~
tion of documents.” -3 :
- Officials acknowledged at’ aAbrxef--
ing for reporters, however:i that not
one new -proviso could be ‘said to:
"have been aimed at preventmv over- !

e e,

X classification or ‘encouraging "declas-
snﬁcatxon of goverfiment records o
*.2"The 19-page. order replaces rules
. promulvated by President Carter in
- 1978 and makes it easier to’ classify
- government document§.ds secret and
harder to get therri'declassxf‘ ed. The]
. new systéem will¥’ C e ]
‘o Eliminate the ~ standard :-_.'forx
. “identifiable” damage to the national
security and permit documents to be’
~classified if any-.unspecified -sort - of 3
“damage” can be expected ‘as' a: rwult.
of unauthortzed disclosure: 5.

., e Make the: stamping ‘of govem--
- “fnent.documents-as.“top secreti “se~]
cret” and- conf'dentlal" mandatoryb
- rather - than' permtsene, whene\er
"those labels are ‘dpplicable. T

i

, 'Wlpe out the so-called. “balanc-'
- ing test” of the Carter order reqmr-
“ing that “thie public’s interest in ac:
“cess ‘to goverament; information”; be |

' co conaldered by goverhment cIassnﬁers ’
~ glongside the need to protect certam. :

i'ltems from disclosure. . S

“a Permit reclassifi catxon of mfor-
\matlon already “decla:snﬁed and dls-
iclosed” if mformahon is reﬂarded as
“sensitive- once. again’ “and’ 1f 1t ca:;

by

E reesonably be’ recovered

- ,counselor«Edwm Meese ‘IIL; in- re-|

Cancel the current. rule provxd; '

g.f-for syst.eman& declass:t“ cetmn 1]

).... v-.-mu- PranismAgi s

3ears old P .
i -The initial react!ons fromCapltol
v Hill were :split; primarily,. bu
: excluswely,‘along party lirie .
*Rep. ©'Glenn*'English - (D- Okla);
fchaxrman»of the - House government| -
}f.mformatxon subcommlttee sa\d ‘the,
" order reﬂects “a.few small‘improve:
‘ments”over: earher drafts.: He said
“the - message’ oostill s i
»classxfy, classnfy '

- English noted” that tht& House

o

marks to'agroup of newspaper “ed-
ltOl‘S herewthree weeks aco, had

3 ‘Meese was not. airnong ‘the: three
““senior .administration officials™who.
lconducted yesberdays Whltge‘ﬁouse

- .chaifmant of the Séhate’ Int

tional, ‘Security-information: over. its -
s protests, but’ they welcomed: elimi|
‘nation of the. balanmmr test’ because :

: .;mxskamd protested “that? “the

. an) descrxbed the, order as ¥ a real

ol mtroduce levlslatxon to try She]tenno;

¢ efhcxency_oi:i ’ldmmnstratwe* egor, to’

3% wabiA)
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fCommxttee hailed: ’th order s, “a
'bxg lmprovement over the old on
2 Rep Robert. McClor} (R- )

~pi-alsed ehmmatxon of the “balancmg
‘test? which, he’ saxd,‘ invited” courts.
“to overrule the executive branchin-a.
contested case:and ’rder relea.se%of

rcalled pubhc mberest.‘ 2
o~ Officials at? ‘the

rbneﬁnv’concededf:
_that the: vovernment has. never been'
forced by .the. courts‘to! :

athat will make it easier ‘to overcome
the drguments. of - opposmo Iawyers
im freedorn-of-mfomatlon suxta
. “But youve ~nev ‘
‘ment” they wege

4
?
™

‘order-as’a whole,dthe Senate. Intel--

e Deapxté Go!dwatezs -praise for. the o

‘ligence Committee had unammously o

'urved the- administration to retain’
the 1demt1ﬁable ‘damage” standard
but its advice was: signored.” 5
Sen." Daniet ‘f{Patrrck Moymhan‘

~whole point of having an etecume
order in the first p]ace is fo dehneabe

“ Sen. Dawd"F Durenberger (R’

dxsappomtment ‘and saxd he would

rfallnut_ 3. LYY
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